
The Guide's Forecast - volume 6   issue number 49 
Northwest Oregon and Washington’s most complete and accurate fishing forecast 
 
Forecasting for the fishing week of June 10th – June 16th, 2005 
 
Fisheries Update: The sturgeon are beginning to show! Do you know how to fish them? The 
best advice we can give you is head to our technical reports page and check out report #3. This 
detailed report will give you the best clues on how to maximize your efforts while in pursuit of 
Columbia River estuary sturgeon. These reports and several more are available at: 
http://www.theguidesforecast.com/techrpt.shtml.  
 
The salmon opener was not all that impressive. Expectations were low and most were greeted 
with the results they anticipated. Peak weeks for the summer Chinook fishery are still 3 and 4 
weeks away so it will get better. Steelhead counts are still too low to justify a trip to the lower 
Columbia River beaches although the tide series is favorable for such an option. 
 
Sturgeon fishing below Bonneville remains good for keepers and oversized fish. Rather surprising 
that the gorge fishery can produce better results this time of year than the estuary fishery. 
Fishing does seem to be improving slightly each week but most guides agree it is a much 
different year in the lower river. The best action seems to be coming from the deep water 
instead of our traditional “4 ounce” water. Anchovies are producing the best results. 
 
Pro guide Jack LaFond (1-800-270-7962) reports, “Sturgeon fishing has lit up! Oversize fish 
are biting well on fresh shad and keepers are coming to the boat in fair numbers, although the 
retention of fish closes on Saturday June 11th in the Bonneville Pool. 
 
The Bonneville Pool closes to the retention of sturgeon starting Saturday, June 11. 
 
Halibut fishing remains productive for the few anglers in the know in the North of Falcon fishery. 
Bottom fishing out of Astoria remains great! Crabbing in the lower Columbia is poor. 
 
We are at the tail end of another great tide series for spinner trollers on Tillamook Bay. The 
spring Chinook results have been fair although sporadic. Weekend tides may prove good for 
upper bay fishers and bobber anglers may have some luck as well. Some reports of good herring 
fishing came from the lower bay on the big exchange this weekend. 
 
Reports for good sturgeon fishing came from Tillamook this week as well and the crabbing is 
some of the best on the North Coast right now. 
 
All-depth halibut fishing was good again during the last round of fishing on June 2nd through 
4th. The ocean is open again outside the 40-fathom line for halibut on June 9th, 10th and 11th. 
 
The Umpqua is coming into shape, providing some good shad fishing. Ocean salmon fishing has 
been good out of Winchester Bay. Spring chinook prospects on the Rogue are expected to 
improve over the next couple of weeks. 
 
The Sandy River is in good shape with decent color although fishing is slow. Similar conditions 
may be found on the Clackamas River but it's even slower. 
 
Spring chinook fishing has been mostly unrewarding on the South Santiam although summer 
steelheading is picking up on the North. 
 
Free Fishing Weekend will see most lakes and ponds stocked around Oregon including Big 



Creek Reservoir, Cape Meares Lake, Cleawox Lake, Coffenbury Lake, Hebo Lake, Nedonna Pond, 
Olalla Creek Reservoir, Thissell Pond, Town Lake, Benson Lake, Estacada Lake, Faraday Lake, 
Harriet Lake, Hartman Pond, Henry Hagg Lake, Huddleston Pond, North Fork Reservoir, Roslyn 
Lake, Sheridan Pond, Silver Creek Reservoir, Small Fry Lake, Timothy Meadows, West Salish 
Pond, Alton Baker Canal, Big Cliff Reservoir, Blue River, Blue River Reservoir, Breitenbush River, 
Carmen Reservoir, Detroit Reservoir, E. E. Wilson Pond, Fall Creek, Foster Reservoir, Hills Creek, 
Junction City Pond, Leaburg Lake, Upper and Lower McKenzie River, Middle Fork Willamette, 
Roaring River Park Pond, Salmon Creek, North Fork Santiam River Trail Bridge Reservoir, Walter 
Wirth Lake, Hosmer Lake, Lake of the Woods, Big Cultus Lake, North and South Twin Lakes, 
Century Gravel Pit, Deschutes River, Sprague Gravel Pit, Spring Creek, Burns Pond, Devils Lake 
(Deschutes watershed), Fall River, Lake of the Woods, Ochoco Creek, Shevlin Pond and 
Simtustus Lake. 
 
Free Fishing Weekend is June 11th and 12th. No licenses or tags are required this Saturday 
and Sunday but all anglers, licensed or otherwise, must adhere to regulations and bag limits.  
 
Soapbox Update: Sportsmen’s river rights are in jeopardy! Two senate 
bills, SB 1028 and SB 1066 threaten to keep us off waters that we now have 
use of. Find out more and how to fight it at: www.oregonriverrights.com  
 
Pro guide Kevin Newell (360-430-2521) provides a re-cap of the Washington report: 
 
Mid Columbia River Fishing Report – Pro Guide Jeff Knotts (509) 366-4052 - Jeff 
reports, “Sturgeon fishing this week continues to improve along with the improving numbers of 
shad. To catch the oversize use whole shad. To catch smaller sturgeon I use pickled squid or 
salmon belly.  
 
Neah Bay Fishing Report – Mike Jamboretz (425) 788-5955 or (206) 595-9526 - Mike 
reports, “We got a six foot long, 250 pound halibut!  We were bottom fishing in U.S. waters so 
keeping it wasn’t an option because U.S. halibut is closed right now.  We caught this fish on a 
pipe jig.  We started to seriously wonder if we were snagged on the bottom, because we were 
just not gaining any line on this fish! 
 
Snake River Fishing Report – Pro Guide Pat Long (509) 751-0410 - Sturgeon fishing on the 
upper Snake continues to improve as the water flow drops. The Snake is running around 45 to 
50,000 cfs at this time but the temps are slow in rising (around 56 to 57 deg.). Our best success 
has been in the smaller pockets and eddies, with flows at current levels the fish are pretty well 
spread throughout the system, as we hit summer flows (15 to 20,000 cfs) we'll find most of our 
fish in the deeper sections of the river. 
 
Columbia River Fishing Report – Salmon season is open! Some of the better news of the 
week was the re-opener of salmon fishing on the lower Columbia River. The deadlines are from 
Tongue Point to the OR/WA boarder above McNary Dam. Effort was light as this transition period 
usually does not draw a lot of attention. Success for Chinook this time of year is usually best in 
the Columbia River Gorge near Bonneville. Reports from the opener on Saturday in that area 
indicate that fishing was fair, at best. One angler reported seeing 3 fish taken for 10 boats at the 
shad rack- only 2 were retained. Anglers this time of year dunk spinners in fast water when 
targeting the summer variety of Chinook. With the sunlight a dominant condition, the metallic 
colors seem to be the most favorable. Red is also a popular color for these smaller “Chinook-
getters”. This fishery is far from peaking as that will happen closer to the end of June and first of 
July. Passage will stay fairly consistent at just over 1,000 fish/day until then. 
 
Sturgeon fishing in the gorge remains good. Some guides are still taking limits of quality keepers 



near Bonneville but it usually takes a full day effort. Smelt remains the bait of choice for keepers. 
 
The oversized sturgeon are still quite numerous although the action has slowed down due to an 
overabundance of fresh shad. Pro guide Trevor Storlie (503-307-5601) reports you are not 
fishing unless you have fresh shad. He has been targeting the oversized fish in the faster flows 
and is averaging one per guest. Shad are an easy target as we near peak passage at Bonneville. 
Silver/chartreuse Dick Nites are taking the majority of fish in swifter flows from 10 to 20 feet 
deep. YTD counts are very near 1,000,000 as of June 8th with 171,400 counted that say alone. 
 
The Bonneville Pool closes to the retention of sturgeon starting Saturday, June 11, as the quota 
will have filled. It'll be catch and release only for sturgeon between Bonny and The Dalles Dam 
for the rest of the year after that date. 
 
Estuary sturgeon fishing near Astoria continues to be challenging. It seems to have improved 
slightly over recent weeks but a daily limit is more the exception rather than the rule. A good day 
this year is landing 20 – 25 fish with 3 or 4 keepers for a boat load of 5 or 6 anglers. The bite has 
been switching from above and below the bridge but what is most disappointing is that the fish 
are not in the shallow water in any great numbers. The reason for this is that there is an 
overabundance of food source in the deep water. Anchovies are dominating the diet of these fish 
right now and it may be the cause for such mediocre results. Some of the best action is taking 
place in 50 to 70 foot of water on the Oregon side adjacent to the shipping channel. It doesn’t 
take a strong tide in that deep of water to require anglers to use heavy lead and heavy rods. 
During some parts of the tide, we are using up to 14 ounces of lead to hold our baits on the 
bottom. Needless to say, anchovies are the bait of choice and sand shrimp are just not an option 
in that deep water. To further plague the angler, crabs are a real issue below the bridge. We can 
escape them in most areas above the bridge but you simply can’t keep a bait on the hook in 
deep water below the Astoria/Megler Bridge even though there seem to be fish present in this 
area. We are getting some action in the shallow water on the strong morning ebb tide. Sand 
shrimp are producing equally well in the shallow sand flats to the north of the town of Astoria. 
Most of this water is 11 to 16 feet deep. There have been boats fishing the Washington channel 
above the bridge with some success as well. This too is water in the 50 to 60 foot range and the 
fish are gorged with anchovies. 
 
Despite the abundance of crab in the lower river, the sport crabbing is not that good. One couple 
reported running their pots for several hours in the morning for a dozen legal crab. Most of the 
crabs present are small and/or females. 
 
Upriver, pro guide Jack LaFond (1-800-270-7962) reports, “Sturgeon fishing has lit up! 
Oversize fish are biting well on fresh shad and keepers are coming to the boat in fair numbers, 
although the retention of fish closes on Saturday June 11th. The wind is finally giving us a break 
and when the water flows from The Dalles Dam are favorable, the bite is good. This is the best 
time to go and during the next month or so, it should remain consistent.” 
 
Halibut fishing remains good out of Astoria and it is catching on in popularity. Like southern 
ports, the run is about 24 miles but halibut to 100 pounds have been caught this year. Bottom 
fishing remains good also for the few participating in it. Lingcod are very present and limits of 
black rockfish are easy to get as well. 
 
The Guide’s Forecast – Anglers targeting salmon shouldn’t expect great results any time soon. 
Action will be hit or miss in the gorge so plan for a full days effort if you really want to find 
success. Fish small number 4’s or 5’s in solid colors in the morning, switching to metallic colors 
when the sun hits the water. Ten to 20 feet of water is where most are fishing but you need to 
have proper anchoring equipment for safety sake, not to mention to hold your spot. Faster water 



seems to breed aggressive biters. 
 
Steelhead plunkers may have a decent chance for fish on the weekend tide series. Red, orange 
and pink spin-n-glos should produce fair results for lower Columbia beaches although July is the 
peak month and the magical number of 300 steelhead/day has not been realized at the 
Bonneville facility. 
 
If it’s oversized fish you are targeting, swift water will again be your friend. You’ll need fresh 
shad and they are readily available at the shad rack. Fishing will likely continue to slow as the 
broodstock continue to gorge themselves on ample supplies of shad. 
 
Keepers are also still a viable option in the gorge- especially if you have smelt. Heavier leads in 
the faster water seem to be the ticket for the larger keepers. Healthy sized keepers are the norm. 
 
If you are coming to the estuary for sturgeon, plan on using up lots of bait if you are going to 
fish below the bridge. Anchovies are the bait of choice and will fish effectively in both deep and 
shallow water. Plan on needing heavy lead to fish the productive water and with the larger tide 
series coming on this week, you will have to be selective in where you decide to fish. Fish just off 
of the main shipping channel to get out of the swifter flows. Creep your way out to deeper water 
as the tide slows. The flounder bite has been impressive and their size is making for some nice 
bonus meat at the end of the day. Don’t expect big results in the shallow sand flats as higher 
concentrations of fish are clearly feeding on anchovies in the deeper slots. Most of the tide over 
the weekend will be outgoing so plan your moves accordingly. We will be on the tail end of the 
minus tide series so the water will be screaming during max ebb. The water between the 
Astoria/Megler Bridge and Tongue Point is the most productive but that could change overnight. 
 
Crabbing in the lower Columbia is not worth your time! 
 
 
Free Fishing Weekend June 11th and 12th - This is an opportunity to introduce a novice to 
the sport we enjoy and perhaps create a new enthusiast. Choose something rewarding and 
uncomplicated to start off a new fisherperson. Those State-raised rainbows are a natural 
although panfish will also be active and cooperative at this time of year. No licenses or tags are 
required this Saturday and Sunday but all anglers, licensed or otherwise, must adhere to 
regulations and bag limits.  
 
 
Willamette, McKenzie & Santiam Rivers Fishing Report – Spring chinook counts at 
Willamette Falls are dwindling. A few hundred a day are passing with the YTD total as of the 
latest data on June 3rd is just shy of 28,000. The summer steelhead run has been ho-hum with 
daily numbers over the 200 mark only a couple of times this year. Nearly 5,700 have been 
counted thus far at the Falls.  
 
The South Santiam has given up a few spring chinook, but action has been slow amidst the 
crushing crowds. The North Santiam is getting summer steelhead now with the fishing prospects 
improving weekly.  
 
The Guide's Forecast – Thank goodness for the shad which have livened up the lower 
Willamette fishing, stocked freezers with premium crab bait and put smiles on countless 
youngster's faces. The catch rate has been fair to good at Oregon City, somewhat slower in 
Multnomah Channel. Clackamette Park is rewarding and crowded. Catches will be worthwhile for 
at least another couple of weeks. Go get 'em. 
 



As the lackluster springer season winds down, targeting these fish in the lower Willamette will 
become more of an exercise in frustration. For those who genuinely enjoy just getting out and 
watching the eagles wheel and soar while soaking hardware in the off chance a chinook may 
pass by to take a swipe at the offering, it still beats working by a wide margin. A significant 
number of springers are hooked every year on shad gear. 
 
Usually a premier destination for summer steelies, the North Santiam might just deliver again this 
year. While numbers of steelhead crossing the Falls aren't as great as in years past, most are 
destined for this system. 
 
 
Clackamas and Sandy River Fishing Reports –  The Sandy River, plagued by a late season 
mudslide last week, has cleared up but fishing remains slow despite the beautiful water 
conditions.  
While the Clackamas was rewarding last year for summer steelhead, it hasn't taken off this year 
 
The Guide’s Forecast – There's still hope for the Sandy River, and tides this week may bring 
fresh fish into the system. We'll keep an eye on it and let readers know in weeks to come. 
 
The fish counts and run numbers remain as low as the optimism about steelies on the Clack in 
2005. The pressure is light and the occasional spring chinook and summer steelhead will be 
landed, but there's no reason to expect hot action this season.  
 
North Coast District Fishing Report – Good tides this week brought mixed results for 
Tillamook Bay spring Chinook anglers. Spinner fishing again became an option and should remain 
so through the weekend. The late morning low tides are giving anglers long periods of 
opportunity for “holed up” salmon. Some anglers are still running plugs in the upper bay and big 
tides like the ones we are currently having keep salmon on the move for the first part of the 
outgoing tide. These strong tides are not conducive to herring trolling on the lower bay. Besides, 
the fish tend to make tracks to the upper bay in these bigger tide exchanges. Bobber tossers in 
the tidewater sections of the Trask have also been taking some quality springers. With the lower 
river flows, the fish are concentrated in the deepest holes.  
 
Only a slight river rise in the Tillamook area was experienced with last week’s precipitation. The 
rivers have been low enough to make a half a foot rise significant for springers to venture 
upriver. Driftboaters on the Trask did realize some good fishing downstream of the hatchery. The 
Wilson has fewer hatchery springers but it also has fewer anglers pursuing them. 
 
Further south, pro guide Jesse Zalonis (503-392-5808) reports, “The Nestucca was getting 
fairly good. The lower river was best, with both bait and plugs producing fish. We have fish fresh 
from sea and new fish entering tide water each tide. The tide water bite has been quite good, 
with spinners being the best. As of today, we have had over four inches of rain in the last two 
days, and the river blew out this morning. Look for a good dry trend, and we should see good 
fish through the entire river near the week-end. Three Rivers also has good numbers of fish for 
the first time. All of the holes that are public access will have fish in them as it clears and drops. 
With the water as high as it is, drift fishing should be good through most of the river from the 
hatchery dead line, to the mouth. Bobber fishing, back bouncing, or plugs will all work. Choose 
your weapon of choice! I’ll be fishing again on the drop, and you know how I’ll fish for them...  
 
Sturgeon fishing in Tillamook Bay is again showing signs of life. There must be some source of 
food to keep them in Tillamook because some boats were reporting limit fishing on the second 
half of the outgoing tide. 
 



Crabbing remains good in Tillamook Bay. 
 
The Guide’s Forecast – Springer fishing in Tillamook Bay should remain sporadic although the 
upper bay spinner bite should drop off after the weekend. The best weekend opportunity will 
remain in the upper bay for spinner trollers. Remember that the red/white blades have been 
producing well for trollers but admittedly, I have neglected the brass/green tip spinners all 
season while other anglers are reporting good success using them this season. When the sun hits 
the water, be sure to switch to metallic blades for best performance. Bobber fishing should 
remain a good option as well in the Trask (and a few in the Wilson) tidewater sections. Stealthy 
driftboaters may take a few Chinook in the Trask, Wilson and Nestucca Rivers. 
 
Sturgeon anglers may want to take a look at the weekend tide series on Tillamook Bay as well. 
There will be some competition for your bait on Tillamook as low fresh water infusions may bring 
about intrusive crabs. And speaking of crabs........ 
 
Be sure to soak your pots on Tillamook this weekend but be aware that the minus tide series 
may shift sand enough to sand them in slightly so don’t leave them out overnight. Ocean 
crabbing may also be an option if the conditions are safe. 
 
 
Central & South Coast Reports – All-depth halibut fishing was good again during the last 
round of fishing on June 2nd through 4th. The ocean is open again outside the 40-fathom line for 
halibut on June 9th, 10th and 11th. Additional three-day periods will be available if the quota 
doesn't fill although the summer all-depth fishery starts August 5th and every other Friday-
through-Sunday thereafter. 
 
Bottom fishing offshore out of Newport was very good this week with anglers bringing catches of 
rockfish and ling cod to the docks. The ocean has been calm with winds light. 
 
The ocean coho season opens from Cape Falcon (South of Tillamook Head) to Humbug Mountain 
(Port Orford area) on June 18th  through July 31st or a quota of 40,000 fish. Coho in this area 
must be fin-clipped and at least 16 inches in length to keep. Two salmon per day are allowed. 
Details of coastal salmon seasons are here: 
*http://www.dfw.state.or.us/MRP/salmon/salsport2005.html 
 
Surf perch fishing is good coast-wide on days when wind and wave allow. 
 
The Umpqua was up and off-color earlier this week, but is dropping and clearing at this writing. 
Shad fishing is picking up at Sawyer's Rapids and at Elkton. Spring chinook action has also 
improved although is said to be only fair. Ocean salmon fishing has been good this week out of 
Winchester Bay over 300 to 350 feet of water with chinook hitting at depths of 50 to 150 feet. 
 
Conditions on the Rogue River are improving this week with the break in the weather, Pressure is 
increasing along with catches at the popular Hatchery Hole with the middle and lower stretches 
expected to heat up in the coming week as the water drops and clears. Spring chinook counts 
remain low but officials attribute this to the unusual water conditions rather than a reflection of 
the low runs in the  Columbia and Willamette Rivers. Numbers and fishing should return to 
normal by the end of the month. 
 
 
Central and Eastern Oregon – Fishermen are subject to the whim of Mother Nature as this 
week's report from subscriber and regular contributor 'Dobe' reflects: "I can pretty much sum up 
the fishing here in central Oregon with one word, Brrrrrrrrrr. Even though the weather was iffy, 



at best, on Monday morning, five of us with two boats headed up the mountain to East Lake. The 
guys had come from as far away as Baker and Stayton to fish and by golly, we were going to 
fish. Somewhere between Paulina and East Lake, the snow got heavy enough that it was blowing 
across the road and turning everything white. At the boat ramp at the hot springs we found a 
one foot chop on the water, 15 mph wind, 29 degrees and snow. It didn't take a re-count on the 
vote to decide that Wickiup might be a better choice.  
 
"Wickiup did turn out to be better weather, if you can call 39 degrees, light wind with mixed rain 
and snow, better. We fished till about 2 o'clock in wind, snow and rain and after only putting 2 
kokanee in the net, we decided to head back to my shop with hot coffee and the wood stove.  
 
"Tuesday morning we started to East Lake again but the weather hadn't improved, so we decided 
to re-schedule for later in the summer ( if it ever gets here ) and everyone was headed home by 
noon. By the way, if anyone is curious, the camp grounds aren't exactly crowded this week and 
neither are the boat ramps." 
 
 
 
Brought to you by The Washington Guides Forecast Editor and Pro Guide Kevin 
Newell (360-430-2521) 
 
Mid Columbia River Fishing Report – Pro Guide Jeff Knotts (509) 366-4052 - Jeff 
reports, “Sturgeon fishing this week continues to improve along with the improving numbers of 
shad. To catch the oversize use whole shad. To catch smaller sturgeon I use pickled squid or 
salmon belly.  
 
Small mouth bass have started going deep and those fishing 20-25ft ledges around rock piles 
either drop shooting or trolling hot-lip plugs seem to be doing best. There still is early morning 
and late evening bites happening around Bateman Island. I haven't heard anyone doing much on 
the recent opener for salmon below McNary. 
 
The Guides Forecast - Oversize sturgeon fishing should continue to improve as water 
temperatures increase and shad become available in increased numbers. 
 
 
Kalama River Fishing Report – Wayne and Rob Orzel 360-673-3557 - Wayne reports, 
“The river is in good shape with enough water to still be boatable.  Spring Chinook continue to be 
caught and summer steelhead are starting to show up.” 
 
The Guides Forecast - According to Wayne, “If we don’t get any rain for another week then 
the river level is going to drop and drift boats are going to start having problems.” 
 
Spring salmon will be available in dwindling numbers throughout the month.  Summer steelhead 
will begin to make up the bulk of the catch as they start to enter the river in force. 
 
Neah Bay Fishing Report – Mike Jamboretz (425) 788-5955 or (206) 595-9526 - Mike 
reports, “We got a six foot long, 250 pound halibut!  We were bottom fishing in U.S. waters so 
keeping it wasn’t an option because U.S. halibut is closed right now.  We caught this fish on a 
pipe jig.  We started to seriously wonder if we were snagged on the bottom, because we were 
just not gaining any line on this fish!  I finally came out on deck to check the rod and see if it 
was snagged and after pulling and lifting and not hardly budging this thing I told the angler that 
it was indeed snagged, and as I was handing the rod back to him the “bottom” took off and 



started pumping that rod!  ‘Oops!  That’s a fish after all!’ Almost an hour later and we had him up 
to the side of the boat!” 
 
Mike is currently fishing and having good success on sea-bass, ling cod and true cod.  On his 
most recent trip the boat landed 16 halibut in an hour and a half with all fish weighing in the high 
30’s to low 20’s. 
 
The Guides Forecast - Halibut in Canadian waters will continue to be good, and the great news 
is that you can now buy a Canadian fishing license online!  No more having to drive to Canada to 
purchase your license to fish in the Canadian waters off of Neah Bay!   
 
The link to the Canadian website is : 
http://www-ops2.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/elic/index.cfm?pg=welcome&lang=en&tid=3&StopCookieTest=1
 
or you can link to it off of Mike’s website at www.jambossportfishing.com. 
 
Snake River Fishing Report – Pro Guide Pat Long (509) 751-0410 - Sturgeon fishing on 
the upper Snake continues to improve as the water flow drops. The Snake is running around 45 
to 50,000 cfs at this time but the temps are slow in rising (around 56 to 57 deg.). Our best 
success has been in the smaller pockets and eddys, with flows at current levels the fish are pretty 
well spread throughout the system, as we hit summer flows (15 to 20,000 cfs) we'll find most of 
our fish in the deeper sections of the river. 
 
Sturgeon and catfishing on the lower river (Little Goose and Lower Monumental pools) slowed 
the past week due to a drop in water temps from recent storms and cooler weather. This fishery 
will pick up as the tempsclimb into the 60s. 
 
Bass fishing in all areas has been better than expected for the immediate post spawn period, on 
a recent trip we picked up 40 to 50 fish with several in the 3 1/2 to 4 lb. range and most others 
12 to 14 inches. We'll see improved fishing for the smallies as they move into summer patterns 
following the post spawn sulk. 
 
The Clearwater is still open for Spring Chinook (Friday through Monday) and is producing a few 
fish. The Salmon River is also open and is just starting to provide decent fishing-Idaho 
Department of Fish & Game will be meeting again next week to evaluate success rates and 
mortality and will decide which fisheries will remain open for the next week. If planning a trip to 
this area for salmon, be sure to contact the IDFG for the latest conditions and regulations 
(Clearwater Region Office, 1-208-799-5010). 
 
 Northwest Bass & Panfish - Temperate North coast lakes are producing good-sized 
largemouth. Henry Hagg has been putting out both smallmouth and largemouth bass on soft 
plastic baits. Willamette smallies are very near spawning now. 
 
 
Northwest Trout - Timothy Lake is providing a fair fishery for brook trout and planted 
rainbows. Detroit has been reliably producing limits of trout 12 inches or better on the troll. Odell 
is fair for kokanee with fish coming on jigs and to trollers. 
 
In anticipation of extra pressure as a result of Free Fishing Weekend, extensive trout stocking 
has taken place across Oregon. In the Northwest Zone, Big Creek Reservoir, Cape Meares Lake, 
Cleawox Lake, Coffenbury Lake, Hebo Lake, Nedonna Pond, Olalla Creek Reservoir, Thissell Pond, 
and Town Lake received fresh rainbows. 
 

http://www-ops2.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/elic/index.cfm?pg=welcome&lang=en&tid=3&StopCookieTest=1
http://www.jambossportfishing.com/


"Kids Fly Fishing and Conservation Day Camp" to be held in the Eugene area is  open to all 
youths age 11 to 13. Starts June 27th through June 30 with a second opportunity on  August 8th 
through 11th, The cost of $51 for the sessions will cover stream ecology, fish biology, 
entomology, casting techniques, fly tying, an aquatic service project and a fly fishing river trip on 
the McKenzie River. Scholarships are available. Contact the River House at 541-682-5329 for 
more information or to register. 
 
Trout stocking in the Willamette valley this week has included Benson Lake, Estacada Lake, 
Faraday Lake, Harriet Lake, Hartman Pond, Henry Hagg Lake, Huddleston Pond, North Fork 
Reservoir, Roslyn Lake, Sheridan Pond, Silver Creek Reservoir, Small Fry Lake, Timothy 
Meadows, West Salish Pond, Alton Baker Canal, Big Cliff Reservoir, Blue River, Blue River 
Reservoir, Breitenbush River, Carmen Reservoir, Detroit Reservoir, E. E. Wilson Pond, Fall Creek, 
Foster Reservoir, Hills Creek, Junction City Pond, Leaburg Lake, Upper and Lower McKenzie River, 
Middle Fork Willamette, Roaring River Park Pond, Salmon Creek, North Fork Santiam River Trail 
Bridge Reservoir and Walter Wirth Lake.  
 
In the Deschutes watershed, Hosmer Lake, Lake of the Woods, Big Cultus Lake, North and South 
Twin Lakes, Century Gravel Pit, Deschutes River, Sprague Gravel Pit, Spring Creek, Burns Pond, 
Devils Lake, Fall River, Lake of the Woods, Ochoco Creek, Shevlin Pond and Simtustus Lake have 
been planted. 
 
Reader Email 
Everybody must be fishing this week as the mail bag is empty. We'd love to hear from you! Drop 
us a note to let us know how you're doing, to make suggestions or ask questions about any 
aspect of fishing in the greater Pacific Northwest. 
  
Write to the TGF staff: 
 
Bob Rees: brees@pacifier.com 
Doug Rees: drees@TheGuidesForecast.com 
Michael Teague: OregonFishing@charter.net 
 
 
Random Links 
 
Events around Oregon in conjunction with Free Fishing Weekend: 
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/free_fishing/events.asp 
 
Free Fishing Weekend destinations from the ODFW:  
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/resources/fishing/letsgofishing.pdf 
 
Normark (the Rapala people in Finland) to buy Luhr Jensen:  
http://www.hoodrivernews.com/News%20stories/045%20news%201.htm 
 
Bush proposes 'Sea Ranches' to raise fish like livestock: 
http://www.oregonlive.com/search/index.ssf?/base/front_page/1118225019236830.xml?oregonian?fpfp&coll=7#continue 
 
The Bonneville Dam Fish Camera can be quite interesting to watch at this time of year, 
automatically refreshing every 30 seconds. You'll see lots of shad now: 
 



 
 
And the occasional dandy summer chinook: 
 



  
 
Watch it here:  
http://www.nwp.usace.army.mil/op/b/fishcam.asp 
 
 
Weekly Quote – "The desire for fishing is like some diseases, in attacking a man with great 
severity without notice. It can be no more resisted than falling in love can be resisted, and, like 
love, the best treatment it its gratification." - Charles Bradford 
 
 
GOOD LUCK 
 
 
 


